oo On Behalf of the People called 


LUAKERS 


To Two Petitions againſt them 


( The One out of Norfolk, the Other 
from Bury in Suffolk ) 


Being ſome Brief Obſervations made on 
thoſe Petitions, and Humbly Tendered 
to the Conſideration of the 


Houle of Commons, 


To whom thoſe Petitions are Directed 


LONDON, 


Printed and Sold by T. Sewle, in White-Hart-Ceurt in Gracioxs: 
ſtreet, and ar the Bible in Leaden-Hall-ftreet, 1699. 
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(3) - * 4-0 
A Reply, on Behalf of the People called 
Quakers, to Two Petitions againſt them, &c. 


Hat we may not build too /arge a Porch to fo foal 
an Houſe, we ſhall only premiſe, That the Chri- 


| ſtian Religion hath 'ofrex Saffered, but xever 
taught or countenanced Perſecution; That it was the 
Per (ecuting | Jews, not the Perſecuted Apoſtle, who cry*d 
Men of. Ijrael, help,” Acts 21. 28. That theſe Petitioners 
againlt us, have nothing to Charge us with of Immora- 
lity, nothing againſt the 'Pablick Peace, nothing but what 
concerns: our Religion : Which is an implicit Acknow- 
ledgment ( at leaſt) that they are in the ſame Streight 
to find out Matter of Accuſation againſt us, that Danze/'s 
Adverſaries were in, to find Matter againſt him; who 
thereupon ingeniouſly confeſt, We ſhall not fiad any Oc- 
caſion againſt this Daniel, except we find it againſt him con- 
cerning the Law of bis God, Dan.'6. 5. 

We begin. with the Norfolk Perition, as that which 
(we underſtand ) was contrived firſt, and probably led 
on the other. 


Petition. Me cannot, without Reſentment) take notice of 
the great Growth, and daily Increaſe of the Quakers, and the 
Miſchief and Dangers from thence threatning this Nation. 

Obſervation, We hope we may, without incurring their 
Reſentment, obſerve, That the Jews of old took notice, 
and that not without Re/catmert, of the great Growth and 
daily Increaſe of the Chriſtians,in the firſt Age of the ſpread- 
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ing of the Goſpel, -and of the Miſchief and Dangers they | 


apprehended did 'from thence threaten their Nation, 


obp 11. 48, Which Miſapprehenſion of theirs, made 
chem. bend their Forces: againſt the 7:ocent Chriſtians, 
to Supprels, Deſtroy, and Root 'them out. Whereby 


Az they 
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(47 
pon Themſelves, and their Nation, the 
fearell : avenging, 
On vor their pooh — 
their Rvil Freeman bf his'Son ®h 
RN with what hare oe their delading 
ms. 


citiomers. ave ed w their wn over- 
'of thoſe they Petition 
rva they may do welt Re 
Wi they.v41l not} may be.hoped;T 
- > whom I ave- Petitidacd,: wild) Wow PaThey 
Agah, Maids ano rhe 
yirg Hey riſtian 'Fedcb6r5, whoſe: 
would not ſuffer thera-40.ſ# down, and! 7ef} in 
Benefice (with.a Cart to-perforny the Service fot them 
But made them. Travel. info! nidſd of the! then CHIEN; 
Parts of the World,' as the A#s of thr Hyoftles, tht? Bc. 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtories ſhew, And | 
then were more modeſt than to call if Reine 


they. failed: not to call them Delading Teachers; x5 tel 
do us, 


Per. And o( we ſuſpe) many Romiſh Eniſſaries andy 


their orga | 

FL 4 Petitioners ſhould have: done well to have 
A he Ground of this-S«/piozor of theirs, if they had' 
any to give, that iv mighe- have: beers exaftiined. But 
to Sugge (708 It 15 able this carrie, E Sagpeſto, out 
of the Paipit : For © 1008 we hops, would ak more 
Juſthy) fo Go 3 Matter; upon'a'bare' Suſpieton, with- 


* out aſſigning any .Grount for it,' is ( to- ſpeak modeſtly 

of it”) att Evil-Surmiſing, and againſt Chavity : For Cha- 
rity ('we are aſſured, Cor. 13. 5.) thinks no ” Evil And 
ſince Charity is ſo excellett a Chriftian Vertne, as to be 


FRerr'd to both Faith and nw verſe 13. Weate: forry 
tO 


Fe. q 


their mgreed 
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ec) 
to find /o Btthe Charity: among the Juſtices and. 
ors of Norfolk. - This Sulpiciotrof 
| ing. det rhe Diſguilp of "Ge 
Fcandel raid. By our pro 
Forty Years ago, an | 
kept up ever {iace,,on. purpoſe to Traduce"us to! EY 
fer ſort.of People. Bi is it not ſtrange, thar if this had 
been true, not one ſingle uſt ance could be given, not oz 
Proof made in all this time, of one Romiſh Emiſſary 
found' among, the* Quakers! This alone is enough: to 
baffle the Slander : which it hath. done already: with 
confiderate Ferſons. Therefore, without taking further 
notice of it here, .we. will conclude _with-Queen E/izs- 
berh*s Motto (uſed. while ſhe was Princeſs, Perſecuted and 
LE) = Much ſuſpected by me; Nothing 

20ved can. be... _;. ST ETRTTS 

a Per. - w; boldly prend Phbi Venemous Dodirines every 
where: FOIA 
 O8f. This Venemons Epithet fo ill beoomes Juſtices and 
Grand Jere gt ws are.not willing to think it theirs; 
but rather impoſed on: them by fome of their dictating 


+ wo 6 is ; 
ers, 1S 1 


ut Tataer um | 
Teachers. But paſfing by the Yenome of it, we cannot but 
obſerve here likwiſe, how much they make us, even in 
this alſo,. to.reſemble thoſe, whom we deſire aad labour 
fo itttate, the Apoſtles ofour Lord. . Whoſe Boldzeſs, in 
Aletting the Chriſtian Faith, and Spreading the DXtrine 
of their Holy Religion ( which, no doubt, their Oppoſers, 
the Prieſts of that Age, and ſuch Ralers as thoſe Prieſts 
could influence) ought to. be wrong, though they ſeem 
to have been more modeſt, than to all « Venemoaus) made, 
even their Adverſaries Marvel; who yet were fo inge- 
nuous as to impure their Boldneſs to their having been 
with Jeſus, AAS 4. 13. 


Pet. 


rt 
s {4 Epos, the. 4 ielks, 2 N 
by ther .induftriouſly freed, and : 


FN # | _ : ( #4 : 
FO a Pet. Attempting t0 in ' and ſhake the Minds of weak 
« Had not thoſe Proteſtants weak Teachres,they would 


7.1 OOO OO 


IX + ag, OT TAY f ode x. !'3 | 
not be ſuch. weat Prorzfients, . Nor will it, peradventure, 
*upon due Conſideration, be found a Diſ-ſervice in the 


"= Caakers, if by their Zealous Preaching, they excite thoſe 


Feachers ( how unwillingly ſoever,) to be more Zralows, 
more” Affiduous; more Laborioys and Diligent in Preach- 
ing, to ftrengthen their weak Hearers. 


Religion, and Forms of Government, Repugnant to the Eſt a- 
bliſh'd Laws of this Kingdom, contrary to the very Aits of 
Foleration, and. not alloo*d to any other Diſſenters.. 
Obſ:Weprelume'it is intended,in all theBranches of this 
manifold Charge fwith reſpert to {7 abi only,)] and we 
hope it will be fo underftood”; "That if we aſſume Rees of 
Diſcipline in Church Matters, they are for or "ſelves only: 
Power in Matters of Religion, for and amongl[t our ſelves 
only. As for Forms of Government, though they.are Am- 
biguous Words, and fuch as we do not uſe amongſt, or 
font ſelves: Yet as there ought to be Government in 
every Religious, as well as Crvil, Society; anda Form, or 
Forms of tuch Government : So we know of no Form 
of Government. in our Religious Society, no Rules of 
Diſcipline, no Power; in Matters of Religion, among vs, 
that is Repugnant to rhe ERabliſh'd Laws of this Kihp: 
dom, relating only to C71! Matters, nor contrary to the 
As for Toleration. Nor ( with Submiſſion to our Su- 
periours) do we ſee, how thofe AQts could be truly called 
Afts of Toleratiou to Difſenters,. if they did not Tolerate 
each ſott of Diſfenters, "to Aſſume Rules, of Woo ru 
Power 'in Matters of Reli2t02, and Forms of Church Go- 
vernment,” for and antoneſt themſelves, while nothing is 
thereby done Repugnant to the Publick Peace, Nor do 
we underſtand, but that the ſame is allow*d to, and 
prattic'd by all other Proteſtant Difſenters. Jouch= 
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And Aſſuming Rules of Diſcipline, Power in matters of 


| (7) * . 
Pet.Vouching in alt their Aftions Divine Inſpiration for their 
i arrant,. and the Indulgence of the Government for 'the 
” Py N ; |! ' T5 s , 3 
_ In 4D their Aion, is' 200 [ayge an Expreſſion, __ 
ſhews the Petitioners ſpake by rore.' 'But if we vouc 
Divine Inſpiration for. our Warrant in ſome things, which 
relate more immediately to the Worſhip and' Service of God 
Cand undertake: withal-to make appear; that That In- 
{piration is not, diſagreeable to the Divine Teſtimonies 
recorded in the Holy Scriptures) we hope our Warrant 
will notbe. diſliked, for. being Grounded on Inſpiration, 
nor that I»ſpireti9y; for being Divine : And that the 1z- 
dalgence of 10 Indulgent a Government will be ſufficient 
to Indempnifie us, in our Peaceable Performance thereof. 
Pet. How apparently their Blaſphemous Books,and Pernicios 

Principles, tend to ſubvert the Fundamentals of Chriftia- 
nity,' and undermine the. Civil Government, are ſufficiently 
Demonſtrable, | 

, Obſ. Demonſtrable ! Not yet Demonſtrated then, it ſeems, 
tho? for theſe Forty Years, and more, it has been en- 
deavoured. Hard Words and 1} Names may eaſily be 
put upon the beſt' Books and Principles. And there 1s no 
Book or Principle, which may not, by Perwerſion and 
Miſconſtruftion, be made to look and found 1/7, But ſure 
we are ( and always ready to make appear) that neither 
are our Books Blaſphemous, nor our Principles Pernici- 
ous. Ihe Fandamentals of Chriſtianity we heartily Own, 
and Aﬀert as Boldly and Vigoroutly as any. And how 
tar we have been from «ndermining the Civil Govern- 
ment, our Practice, well known throughout theſe King- 
doms, 1s the beſt Demonſtration. 

Pet. 1 he Pabliſhing whereof, by pretended Permiſſion of the 

Government, is of moſt dangerous Conſequence, 

08). Pray give the Government leave to judge of thar. 
S0 long as the Charch of Rome could ſtop the Publiſhing of 


any 
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\ vAnd if he firſt 


Principles, the Reformation enherinor have” been be 
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g10,0r greatl Acc dtmmggn 1.7 of it on;ant Popery 
--2264 | hee cats Nil ot 'Y fuve Maxim, that 
Truths Strongeſt Aud therefore, rhey who have T7443 
on their, ſide, and who know their. own' Prificiples to be 
Sound, need: not fear the Publifhingicf 'Principles by 0- 
thers;; for af xhoſe Pronciples pdbliſhv by ethers be 7rae, 
they :co-opettite with theirs ; und therein they have 
Cauſe 40 rejoyce': If 'falſe, they have *thereby a fair 
Occaſion;gwenithem,; by expoling and -confuring the Er- 
rors. thereof, ..to illuſtrate: more — and'eftabliſh 

1are firmly, the true: Principks afferred by thernifelves; 
and for that they have nocauſe tobe Sorry. - His 
._ Thus far' che Petition 'onrt ' of Norfolk, the Prayer of 
which ſhall be conſidered together with'that from Bary, 
whichwill help to.explainione another. OY 

\The Petition from Bary ſpeaks inthe Name of The 
Alderman, Aſſiſtant TJaſtice," chief Burges and Burgeſſes of 
the Common Council, in behalf of themſelves and other the 
Inhabitants of that Burrough; And in it they ſay, 

- Pet. \That we, conſidering all Anient Hereſtes, which have 
wexed both Church and State, were "never ſo formidable in 
their Riſe and Progreſs, as are the Quakers. 

Ob/.. Are then the Alderman and Burgeſſes' of Bury ac- 

uatnted with,and-verfedin, All Ancient Flereſtes? Or do 
they rely upon the 4//{ance of their affiſtant Juſtice? Or 
do both "They and'He take this upon truſt from ſome not 
very truſty Parſoy. Haxe they read, examined, confi- 
dered the vexation, the:Spoil, the Havock, .of both. B-. 
{tares and Lives, and almolt Deſolation, made in borh 


Church 


__ —— —_—— " __——_—_ 
OE” — OO Oe 
CO — ——OJ___ 


———_—_—_ 


Church and State, by the 4ria» Herefir alone, , 
cally ſet forch by Ruffinus, Socrates ry ay, T heade* 
rit, and Sozomey in their Eccleſtaſtical -ogp ? Of i 
they have, can they, without bluſhing, ſay, The Arvs 
_ en Hereſie, and «ll other Ancient Hereſies, were never (0 © 
£«tormidable in their Rite and Progreſs, as are the Qua- 
'” _. kers; Who are the Quakers formzdable to, unleſs to the 
Prieſts? And wherein to them ?. Unleſs the Quakers 
Zzal ( which they ſo complain of) makes them fear, 
that they muſt both Preach better and Live better, or elſe 
rhey will be in danger to loſe the beſt of their Hearers, 
and perhaps with them, what they valae more than them, 
. Jome of their Maintenance? But they ay, 
- p/ Pet.We have too juſt a Cauſe of dreading the Subverſion of 
our Government by them, if not carefully prevented and 


ſuppreſſed, | | x 
Ob/. Our Government ! What do they mean, The Go- 
vernment of the Burrough of Bury Sr. Edmonds by the Al- 
dermen, aſſiſtant Juſtice, chief Burgeſs and Burgeſſes of 
the Common Conncit there? We never underſtood rhat 
any Quaker hath attempted to meddle with: their Go- 
vernment, 'or. intrude into it ; but rather; that ſome 
have declir?d it, when invited thereunto. If they mean 
the Government of England, we hope they will not fo 
appropriate it to. themſelves, as- ro exclude their ' Fellow- 
Subjects from a Share in the Care, wk and Preſerva- 
tion thereof; which we (and all other Proteſtant Dil- 
ſenters) have as much reaſon as they (with reſpett to 
our Eſtates, Liberties and Lives)- to wiſh and ſeek the 
Welfare and Safety of. And we humbly appeal to the 
 Governoars themſelves, whether we have given any juſt 
.Cauſe, by our Carriage, ' Deportment 'and Behaviour, 
.to and under the Government, for any:to Dread the Sub- 
. verſion of the Government by _ T1 % 
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Yn in their Clendeſftine Conſtitutions oppoſite to the 
IM *c our eſtabliſhed Polity | 


*D#/. «What they mean, by. Clandeſtine Conſtitut ions, we 
know not ; nor what, by the Condition of their eſtabliſhei 
Polity: But this we know, that as we have nothing 
which we call Conſtitutions; ſo neither any thing that ts 


** +» Clanaeſftine, or done in a Clandeſtine way among vs. 


. Bet. And in their Principles of Faith Anti-chriſtian. 

OZf. So did the Church of Rome obje&t to the Proteſtants 
in general upon the Reformation, as Bp. Jewel, in his Apo- 
logy tor the Church of England, obſerves, Clamant hodie 
paſſim (ſays he, Pp. 7.) Nos omnes efſe 'Hereticos, diſceſſif- 
ſe a fide, &C. They cry out now a-days, That we are all He- 
reticks, That we are departed from the Faith, &c. But if 
that. was. a,,falſe Charge againſt them ; -we are fure, this 
1Sn0t 4true Charge againſt us. For we ſincerely and 
heartily own all-that1s wriften inthe Holy Seriptures 
concerning Chri/t,” with reſpeC to his Conception," Birth, 
Life, Miracles, Dottrines, ' Sufferings, Death, : Burial, Re- 
| ſarreition, Aſcention, Mediation and future Coming to 
 Jaadgment. Which wertake to bethe Sum of true Cliri- 
ian . Faith; and which - whoſoever: rightly believes, 
ought not* ( we think) -to beaccounted Ant i-chriſtion in 
Pranciples of; Faith | © oo $0. 

Pet... Of Government; Ant iewonarchital,) ti 

04{.. One would think this: Arrowalfo had bcen taken 
out of the Popiſb Quiver againſt Proteſtants, lo exattly 
does it reſemble what the:lame:Jenel, in the fame'place, 
lays,the Papiſt charged:therh withaL.Whereghaving rect- 
red ailarge. Beadroll of particular 'Slanders-caft! upon 
them, Clamant- (ſays he } nos 1d agere et querere, ut Mho- 
nvarcbie et Regnorum Status evertantur, &c. They cry, that 
pe do theſe things, with: purpoſe thereby to: overturn Monar- 
chies and the States of: fyjugdems.' We doubt not' bur 
this was «7daly charged upon them. But nothing _ 


be more, falſly ſuggeſted againſt us, whoſe avowed "Principle 4 
and known Prattice, it has always been to te a peacea 
ble and quiet Swbjet#ion to the Powers which God hat 
ſer over us, 

Pet. In point of Dottrine Anti. Scriptaral. 

Obſ. We deny that ; and are ready to undertake the 
Proof of every DoQrine we hold, by and from the Seri- 
ptures. | 

Pet. And in Pratices Illegal. | 

Obſ. "This alſo, if it relate to Civi! matters, we deny, 
as utterly falſe ; and may, we hope with modeſty ; ſay, 
That no People are .more conformable to the Laws, in 
things Czvil, than we. And if it relate to Religiows Per- 
formances, as it ſeems to do, by the words next follow- 
ing, viz, [ Having their Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly 
and Tearly Meetings. ] We ſhall need to ſay no more to it 
but this, That it we, and other Diſſenters, could have 
atually comply'd with whatſoever the Laws required 
in Matters of Religion, there would not have been room for 
Indulgence, or need of an Att of Toleration. 

Pet. Having their Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly and Tear- 
ly Meetings, which we cannot but reaſonably believe tend, 
not only to the Subverſion of our Laws, but of our Religion 
alſo, to us of greater concerns than our Lives. 

Ob/. To Belizve 1s one thing; to believe reaſonzbly (or 
to have Reaſon to believe, is another thing : Which if 
theſe Petitioners pretend to have, they ſhould / if they 
expected to be believed ) have aſſigned the Reaſons of 
their ſo believing, Well known it is to the Nation in ge- 
neral; and to the Government in particular, that we have 
had Weekly, Monthly, Quarterly and Yearly Meetngs 
{ and thole the ſame that now we have, and for theſame 
Services) many Years before the Government was pleal- 
ed to grant the preſent Indulgence; yea, and that in the 
times of the greateſt Troubles, and hoteſt Perſecutions : 
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 Relipion was of greater Concern to us 


was an Evidence, beyond bare ſying fo, Thar our 
t 


But what one ſingle ACt or thing have any, or all of 
thoſe Meetings of ours produced, in all this time, that has 
tended to the Subverſion of the Laws, or Eſtabliſhed Re- 
ligion? Do not both the one, and the other, /and now, at 
this very day, as Safe and Firm as ever they did, at leaſt 
for us? Can it reaſonably be ſuppoſed, - that if thoſe 
Meetings of ours had {o derxgerovs a Tendency, as to Sub- 
zert the Laws and Religion of the Nation, the Piercing 
Eye of the Government ſhould not ſee it as well, and as 
ſoon, as the Aldermen and Burgeſſes of Bury ? How come 
they, now all of a ſudden, to be ſo. Exg/e-Ey*d, to pretend 
to, ſee that, which #heir | Betters (and who have much 
better Advantages for ſeeing) could never yet ſee! For 
can it be imagined, that if our Governours had ſeen, or 
ſuſpeQed, our Meetings to have ſo Evil and Dangerous a 
Teadency, as is here Suggeſted, they would ſo Propiti- 
.oully have Indulged thoſe Meetings, and granted us a To- 
feration thus to hold them ; We wiſh theſe Petitioners 
would think well of this; and conſider whether it was 
d:cent for the Aldermen and Burgeſſes of Bury thus to In: 
peach the Wiſdom and Conaudt of the Government. 
— Hitherto they have (poken in the Accuſative Cale : 
They now turn to the Yocative, Invoking the Parliament 
againſt us. As therefore we have made brief Obſerva- 
tions on the Charges : Let us now, as briefly, take notice 


of the Prayer 1n each Petition ; which we choſe to con- 


ſider together, becaule one ſeems to explain the other. 
That out of Norfolk muſt be acknowledged to ſpeak 
the more modeltly of the two. For it Prays the Houſe 
of Commons, 7 take theſe things (the Charges in the Bo- 
dy of the Petition mentioned) into Conſideration, that the 
[a'd Principles and Prattices may be ſtrictly Examined, and 
C-»ſured, or Suppreſt, as they ſhall appear to deſerve, and as 
in 


n our Lives. . 


————— —— 
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(i195 ) WE AEIRE 2- 
in their great Wiſdom ſhall feem expedient.” "Nox'is 16 wine 
dfiiſtute ot ſome Shew of Tendernefs towards us : 

or it prays This may be done, With what ſoever Tender- 

neſs to the Perſons and Eſtates of theſe People, But 

can hardly be conceived, how Principles and Pratt 

flowing therefrom ( eſpecially where Divine Inſpiration, 

as theſe Petioners ſay, is vouched for Warrant thereof 

can be Sappreſt, without exerciſing great Creelty (the 

poſite to Tenderneſs) on the Perſons or Eſtates of the Peo 

whoſe Principles and PraRtices they are: So, if the Prayer 

of the other Petition from Bury ( which was Pormed af- 

ter this, and comes from their near Neighbours) may 

paſs for a Comment upon the Norfolk-Text, it will not 

be very difficult to find, what, in the ſofter Norfolk Di- 

alect, 1s meant by Suppreſing our Principles and Prattices. 

For the Alderman and Burgeſſes of Bury ſay, We there- 

fore, oblig*d in Duty to God and our Country, do humbly 

pray your timely Conſiaeration of our Jealouſies, and remove 

our Fears ;, if not by totally Suppreſſing, yet at leaſt by pre- 

venting their after Growth and Increaſe amongſt us. Here, 

after an acknowledgmenr, that all thoſe High Charges, 
exhibited againſt us in the Petition, are grounded but 

upon their own (groundleſs) Jealoaſies, they (how man- . 
nerly, let others judge) offer the Parliament Hobſor'”s 
Choice, either rotally to Suppreſs us, or at leaſt to prevent 
our after Growth and Increaſe ; which perhaps cannot be 
done, without totally ſuppreſſing us; or if it could, muſt 
needs tend to a total Suppreſſing of us. Now if they, 
who have declared their Religion to be of greater Concery 
to them than their Lives, could find in their Hearts to have 
{ſo much Charity for their Neighbours, as to admit oar 
Relig'on to be of greater Concern to us than our Lives 
(which we think we have given a full proof of, to 
lay no more, as ever they have done) they might 
thence reaſonnably conclude, that we will part with 
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theeThan with our Religion ; and that 
nd way 7otally to Suppreſs us, but by Cats 
4 [hroats, or Knocking out our Brains: Which 
-— muſt-rherefore be ſuppoſed to be their Meaning. And 
would they have the Honourable the Commons of Eng- 
- ___ land 1h Pariament Aſſembled, undertake this Inhumane 


Piece of Butchery, to defile their hands in the 7nnocent 


4% 


_ Blood of lo many Thouſands of harmleſs, peaceable and 

induftrious Eo, who are their Fellow-Citizens, and 
llow-Commoners, and by the Suffrages of ſome of whom, 
ny of themſelves were Ele#ed into that Honourable 
xiety.; and to ACt, or EnaQt, ſo Barbarous a Trage- 
7, only to remove the groundleſ(s Fears of a few Jealous. 
ſeaded Alderman and Burgeſſes of Bury; who ſeem to 

> forgotten what is written of ſome (whom they in 
nearly reſemble) who were ſaid to have been ir 
great Fear, where no (cauſe of ) Fear was, Plal. 53.5. 
They cloſe their Petitions; That out of Norfolk, 
thus. | 

Petit. That th? true Chriſtian Religion may be preſer- 
ved from Popiſh Superſtition, and unpolluted with Enthu- 
ſraftical Innovation. 

That from Bury, thus: That our Poſterity may aun- 
troubled live, by this early Care of our Laws and Liberties, 
and we enjoy the wiſht-for Happineſs of a Peaceful life, 

.O5ſ. To the Firſt we ſay, It is ſtrange they ſhould 
fear the Chriſtian Religion ſhould be polluted with Po: 
piſh Superſtitions by the Quakers, who, of all that go 
under the Proteſtant Name, are generally acknowledged 
to be fartheſt removed from, and moſt averſe ro Popiſh 
Superſtitions ; and whole great Objetion to thoſe of 0- 
ther Perſualions has always been, their not having 
rhroughly exough relinquiſh'd Popiſh Superſtitions. And 
for Enthuſiaſtical Innovations; as we do not own the 
word in that ſenſe, in which they ab«ſively apply ir 


co 
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:to us ( tho' Divine Inſpiration, or Goas"pe 
'Spirit 1n the Heart of man, we do own) 
offer our Do#Frines and Principles to be Examined 
' Holy Scriptures ; which were written by D:vize Jnſpir 
[tion, and are beſt underſtood by the Inſpirationtot 1 


ſame Spirit by which they were written. OO 


- To the Second we ſay, We deſire, as'W 
' that their Poſterity may live untroubled'7 But | 
-they might have done well to have conſidered, we 
have Poſterity, as well as they ; and rhe like Ind ts 


from natural AﬀeCtion, to wiſh that 'our Poſt ny 
- live untroubled as they for theirs. Sure we are, and 
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. but too obvious; that we have more cauſe to apprehend 


"Trouble and Danger too, to- our Poſterity/ from hem 
: and theirs, than they or theirs from us'or ours - "Fott Ic 
\we-have done nothing, fince 'we were'a People, that 
might either Met le qa, digg it tO! 5 
Poſterity ; they ſtick not, here openly to propoſe, an 
ſeek the Reis {E Extirpation of both A = BE 
tz. They deſire they may enjoy the wiſht for Happineſs 
ofa Peaceful Life. We envy it them not: But God 
forbid they ſhould Sim 1nto it through a Sea of Innocent 
Blood. Can they find no way to the wiſht-for Happineſs 
of a Peaceful Life, but by the Deſtrat#1on of their Fellow- 
Sabjetts and Peaceable Neighbours? Had not Self-love 
.(to ſay no worſe) been more prevalent with them (or 
with their Exvious Guides, who probably have anima- 
ted them to theſe Malicivus-Counſels) than Chriſtian Cha- 
rity (which ſeeks the Good and wal py of all, and 
teaches to love our Neighbours as our ſelves) they would 
have been Content, that we alſo ſhould enjoy the wiſht«for 
Happineſs of a Peaceful Life, But ſince they are fo uncha- 
ritable to grutch us that, and ſo anchriſtian to leck to be- 
reave us of it ; We humbly addreſs our ſelves, in the 
firſt place, ro Almighty God (the ſure Refuge of the Righ- 
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vows. 
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Þ. Innocency even of our Thoaghts: 

ext place; to our Governoars, the Witneſſes 
«daes of out {Fions; unto whom, with hium- 
nce, we appeal in the latter, as unto God in 
Hopingthat the ſame Divine Goodmrſa which. 
>Government to grant this favourable Indulgence 
eratians will incline and prevail upon you to con- 
© Finxe it, bothivo-us, and all other Proteſtant Diſſenters, to 
whole znzexdex Rain alſo,, we look upon this _ up- 

. onus to be but the Preludium, that under the Protettion 
> Propitious Government, We may lead a quiet and 

We Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, which s good ana 
 JSECepFabit in tbe fight of God our Savioar, 1 Tim. 2. 2, 3. 
. And may thence have the Obligation of Grarirude added 
that-0 F Daty, not only to prey for, but, in our ſeveral 
Sapacities, to. advance and promote the Intereſt, Safety 
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roſperity ofthis Government and Nation. 


